Oliver Perry-Smith
Profile of a Mountaineer

J. MoNROE THORINGTON

I[h‘- EVALUATING the record of a climber
whose activity reached its climax sixty years ago, one must place it against
the standards of its time. In the 1860s when many of the 4000-meter
peaks of the Alps were still unclimbed, first ascents were triumph enough
when accomplished by obvious routes, Thirty years later it was necessary
to seek further goals and, in consequence, the limits of the attainable were
extended.

Lucien Devies!, a past president of the French Alpine Club, has said
of Mummery that his climbs were never below 3d degree of modern rat-
ing and, on the Grépon, attained 4th degree. In the early years of this
century few Americans were in this class. It was a time, however, particu-
larly in the Eastern Alps, when climbers of reputation, such as Paul Preuss,
rejected artificial aids on principle, and there was a large cult devoted to
solo climbing.

In the Dolomites the SW, Vajolet towers were gained between 1887
and 1896, the central Stabelerturm holding out until the latter year. D.
Diamantidi {A.C.) ascended the three summits of the Drei Zinnen in
one day, August 8, 1881, this being the first traveler's ascent of the
Kleine Zinne. The Guglia di Brenta, one of the most difficult and exposed
climbs, fell to two Innsbruck students, K. Berger and A. Ampferer on
August 18, 1899,

With this as background we may now consider a fellow-countryman2,
whose almost legendary exploits are little known on this side of the ocean:
Oliver Perry-Smith, born in Philadelphia on October 11, 1884. His
father, of the same name, was a noted athlete, rowing, boxing and horse-
manship being among his skills. He also wrote poetry. Educated at St
Paul's School, he was a member of the First City Troop, and at the outset

1o Alpimisme, 1955 H, Isselin, Ler Afguilier de Chamonin (19640)

r e writer is indebted top Fintz iessmer for criticism in connection with this papés
and for luppliin otherwise unobtainable seference books dealing with Perry-SBmith and Saxon
Switzerland, Additional mformation came from Herr Helmut Holdegel, an officer of Sektion
Dieesden, DAY., Heer Hand Pohle and Herr Carl ]|. Likther, the latter supplying the data on
Perry-5Smith's skiing career. Contemporary photos, showing Periy-Smith do actien, survived the
destruction of Diresdén and are wsed by courtesy of Waltesr Hahn of that city. Editorial com-
ment @5 i sguare brackets,
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of the Spanish-Amencan War wis commissioned Captain in Fiezhugh Lee's
7th Army Corps. He died i Havana in 1599 af the age of 38 His widow
remarried and went to live in Dresden. Young Perry-Smith was sent 1o
St Paul's, where one of his schoolmates recalls: "He had the most extra-
ordinary sense of balante, and wed to walk like 2 monkey scress four-
inch beams in & building under construction, that were over ffry foet
shove the pround ™ In 1902 he sailed from Philadeiphia and joined his
mother. Opera in Deesden was then world-famous and they sttended re-
quently. He enalled in the Technische Hochschule, the equivalent of
M.1.T., and there met young men who spent their bolidays among nearby
moantains

Ini & recent leteer he says: 1 forgot to tell you what started my climbing.
I spent oo summer at Bar Harbor with cowsin Joha R3 and Emily
McLean, Grandma Beale had alresdy taken me op Green Mountam i
a buckboard, and told me all about the wonderiul climbs she had seen
through telescopes in Chamonix, Grindelwald and Zermatt. This got me
enthusiastic, and one day | walked up Newpor [Champlain] Mountain,
and climbed down the cliffs approximately 2000 fi. 1o the ocean below.
It was not difficult, bur we had no rope. A South American named Calvo
was with me.”

From the outskirts of Dresden one can e the peals of Saxon Switser-
land, twenty miles to the southeast, along both banks of the Elbe. In this
pictusesque region the action of water and ice upon the soft sandstone,
of which these hills are chiefly compoed, has produced deep govpes and
fantastic isolated pinnacles which, although beautiful and striking, by no
means recull the charactertios of Switzerland They are crosion forms
tather than true mountains and as unique entilies require no Comparison
with the great Alps. The highes summit, the Blossstock s 1830 ft., bt
the better-known Lilienstein, Konigiein and Bastei are lower.

The Falkenstein, northern outpost of the Schrammstein group, i the
most important and spectacular of the Saxon peaks, a climber's prize with
sheer walls rising for 0 meters. As early as 1300 robber-knights, by
means of hewn steps, wsed it a5 & vanrage point. There is no doubr that
this is a climbing acea of utmos: difhculty, much of it being of 6th degree
The climbs are short, ranging from 100 to 300 fr. in height, but the
rocks are so steep and smooth that to all sppeatance they are absalutely
impossible to ascend. By 1890 rock climbing in this region had become a
puare sport. It was no longer a question of getting up by sny avalable
means but of bow it was done. By 1898 a large number of summits had
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been pained by more than one ronte, 0. Schuster and F. Meurer beng
pioneers. Many of the most expen Continental mountaineers, Albert
Kunze, Rudolf Febrmann snd Walter Hilnig among them, had ther
early trazeung there, and in this group Oliver Perry-3mith and later
Americans, Allen Carpe, Rand Herron and Frtz Wiemner must be
included

As techmique advanced, Rudolf Fehrmannd advocited undertaking
climbs by “Grear Lines” (rootes laid oot in the most direct way, tackling
great difficulties; hence, the idesl, most beawtiful line), which present
the appermos total performance in mufe fading, aglity, technique,
strength, endurance and. particularly, daring. He defined the ultimate
abjective of fodion climbing as the art of overcoming steeply inclined
sicps and holds which are not sharply edged (ie. rounded downwards)
and this also ar grest height, with poor or limited puﬂ:'ﬂit? of beluying.

Fehrmann was 3 wonderful chmber and mach of Perry-Smith's soccess
was due to his inipiration and guidance Fohrmann realized early that, in
onder to presesve climbing in Saxon Switzerland onspoiled, the use of
artificial aid had to be prevented. He was the bram and leader of the
early climbers and was able to convince them by lectures and writing that
once strict mules were broken there would be no end to it, and the beauti-
ful towers snd pinnacles would Jose much of their natural charm and
challenge. Many young experts have come out of the area and, with little
other traming, tackled important problems of the Dolomites and northern
Kalkslpen in the most astonishing way. After a season or two of Alpine
rock climbing they have done well in the snow and e of the Western
Alps and Himalasyas (Nanga Parbat, 1961). One can say that much of
what they accomplished was based on the tradition of Fehrmann and
Perry-Smith

Before the fire World War 6&th degree free climbs (present Alpine
rating}, with little protection, existed only in Saxon Switzerland, Pesry-
Smith was the first to master this degree. He was definitely ahead of his
time, the great rock climbs done in the Alps before 1914 by men like
Preuss, the Dibona brothers, Fritzchse, Herzog, Dillfer and others reaching
ith degree at best.

Considering the great diffculty and exposure, very few safety rings
are used Only the lesder of a new climb has the right to place s ring, and
it stwys as 3 permanent fixture, no one being allowed o remove it It is
considered bad form to employ many rings, so as few as possible aze wsed,
thus precluding erticism and leaving the rock clean. Regular alpine pitons
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are not suitable for the soft sandstone, erosion and cracking of the rock
being such that one could rarely fAnd a place in which to drive them
Therefore, holes are drilled, wsaally 5-6 in. deep, with 2 crown chisel about
14 mm. in dismeter, and then the shaft of the ring is driven in together
with wood or lead pieces to make it fit solidly. The riogs are not bess than
10 mm. thick, the casshiners 14 mm. or more, and the manila ropes
usually 18 mm., but now superseded by 12 mm. nylon. Relatively long
falls can be held, often 60 ft. on steep walls, but the death rate has
always been high, mainly due to rope breakage and becsuse the climber
was not equal to the task. The rings are meant only for belays and are
not used for hand or fontholds. Shoes are of fiexible leather, rubber
replacing hemp for soles, but climbs are sometimes made barefooted.
Alberr Kunze® recalls the historic mecting: “On the first Sunday of
May, 1902, 1 climbed the Hinterer Ganskofel with a friend. Suddenly |
heard in a chimney leading 1o the peak a shower of curses and coughs
and often the word ‘goddam.’ In a few minutes 2 young man dimbed
out, hesitated and then greeted us and wr down on the other corner of
the summit. | thought he was an Englishman ax there were English fam-
ilies then living in Dresden. The new armval wore natled boots, an English
sports-costume and 3 broad brimmed hat He asked us how he could
reach the frontal pesk. We showed him the way and soon followed. At
the final wall he explained that in nailed boots he could nob climb this
alone. 1 went to the top and offered him the rope for safety, and soon
all three of uws were there He introduced himself as Oliver Perry-Smith
of Philadelphia, and said that be was climbing here to train for ascents
in the Alps. He asked us to take him on our rope through the Gihne
himney, to which | agreed as | was afraid that alone and incxperienced
he might fall. But he accomplished the descent faultlessly, climbing with
care, securing himsell well and was ready to assist when he could. Ar the
fooe of the rocks his gockings were in taters, the seat of his trowsens in
fags with tom undercdothing protruding. It was impossible for him o o
home in such condition and 1 lent him my Wettermante! to cover himself
At the Amselgrund he invited us to have 2 glass of beer, but I declined
as 1 didn't drink beer in the middle of the day. and we had to walk to
Wehlen a3 vur tickets were only good from that point. He st thought-
fully for a while and then said suddenly that in America it was o great
insult to refuse a deink 1 told him that this was not the case in Germany.
In Wehlen we wat in the garden on the Elbe and ordered coffec. A cup
cost 15 plennige. Perry.Smith asked if he might offer us a cigar We
agreed, for » good cigar cost 10 plennige But he ordered Havana cigars,
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which the waitress brought, with bands marked ‘Henry Clay, that cost
S0 plennige apiece! That was the first time in my life I smoked a
Having agar.

“This was the beginning of & happy mountsin companionship. Every
Sunday we went together and soon were after new climbs, We became ac-
quainted with members of the Manchateiner and Gipfelstirmer Clubs,
With a postal-card picture a8 guide we scarched for the Brosinnadel and
were up st the first anempt. We had muoch to leamn, but the mare we
climbed the more sevore we berame. We went on to the Blossstock. The
bepmning of the crack was funmel-shaped and difficult. We advanced by
centimeters, but succeeded. The next narrow chimney gave me no trouble
and. n & firm stance, | waited for Perry-Smith to follow. His girth was
mach grester than mine and [ could not help thinking he would have
much difficulty. [Powerfully built, his companions described him as "l
45 8 tree” — hesmdonz ] He tred with all his strength, but called that
he must meke & halt Suddenly I hesrd a rhythmic bom.-bum-bum, At a
distance of three meters the heartbeat of my lriend was conducted through
the rock? Soon we were on top, happy to have climbed one of the maost
difficult cliffs of the home ares.

“At the tumn of the century it was taken for granted that one descended
the cracks and chimneys a5 well, only roping down on steep walls tha
were otherwise impossible. Eipht days later we did the mone difficult
Kreurturm, and afterward on several Sundays, in training for the projected
tour in the Alps. climbed all three peals in one day.”

Kunze continues: “Our first new route was sccomplished on the Falken-
stein, March 1, 1903, We made the first ascent of the Lokomotive-Fsse on
June 7. When 1 stond in the final crack T said to Perry-Smith: Tt will go;
victory is sure” My friend could not spesk for emotion; only unintelligible
sounds came from him, We repested the ascent on June 22,

“In the muddle of July we went to Zermatt, with the Matterhorn as
oar goal My leave was short and 1 had only six days left. For the Matter-
hom two guides were officially required. Perry-Smith made contact with
young Joseph Knubel, whise father, Peter Knubel, went along as sevond.
But storm and snow at the Hienli Hut made the ascent mpossible. 5o,
with Josef we went up the Riffelhorn by the Matterhorn coulair. 1t was
our first climb in nailed boots on such rock. It was of mediom difficuley
and, in the middle of the wall, the guide, sering that we coald climb
well, allowed us 1o unrope for the rest of the sscent. Three days later we
were again in the Himli Hut, hoping to make the first ascent of the
seasonn. This we did, outdistancing an Englishman with Alexander Burge-



nee, who had started half an hour earlier. On the next day | had to return
home, but Perry-Smith had engaged Josef Knubel for two manths.”

As Josef did not obtain his guide’s license untill 1904, Perry-Smith
entered the ascents in Peter Knubel's Fibrerbach®, although the latter,
being 71 years old did not take part in any of the climbs except the
Matterhorn, It s a remackable list for a climber who had no previoes

in the Alps: Riffelhorn (Matteshoen coulodar), Matterhom
(these two with Kunze as companion), Zinal Rothorn, Rimphschhom,
Weisshotn, several peaks of Monte Rosa, Lyskamm ("We travened, =
we didn't want o return over the glacier we had ascended from the
Bétemps Hut "), Wellenkuppe, Obergabelhorn, Dent Blanche, Marterhorm
(repested, with descent of the Talisn ridge). In Angust they did the
Teufelsgrat-Tischhom in 12 b, including probably the first ascent of the
highest gendarme. Perry Smith, himself 18 years of age, added: "Josef
Knubel i the best climber in Zermatt even if he is too young to have 2
testimonial bool of his own. ™ Sixty pears later he wrote shout this traverse:
“We had close shaves. Knubel almost fell while leading the smooth slab
an the last gendarme Tt took us 21 hours to regain Randa, the first party
not spending a night on the glacer. | romember T had jost crossed a
snow-bridge over a wide crevasse when a 3énc came down and broke it
I then wasted much time chmbing most of these mountuns slone and
missed 4 [0t of pew ascents.”

Despite the foregoang entry, Perry-Smith was alone on the Matterhom
crossing. “'On this solitary traverse.” he writes, I went up the E. face and
over the shoulder. Many rocks ame down. The parties with guides who
had climbed the N.E. arfte did not want to let me past, but a famous
guide, Supersaxo, (old them to. | did, ran up the roped ice-slope in the
cut steps and then up the steep rocks to the summit, where | had a good
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bottle of Mumm's Extra Dy, The guide, his son and an Englishman soon
joined me. The view was magnificent; Monte Viso 100 miles awsy could
be seen plainly. Superaxo sid 1 should go down the Italian side, in spite
of my protests that it would be too difficult for me. It was lucky for him
| did In a few minutes, half-way down the 90-fi. ladder from the Jtalian
summit, an icicke broke and & large chunk glanced off my head and hit the
top of my rucksack. | stuck my feet through the rungs of the Iadder and
held tight with my hands It was the closest to death 1 had ever been.
However, | climbed down quickly. Supersaxo pointed up at & man named
Fuchs, who was almost half-way down the ladder and seemed terrified.
| went up and held him close agaimat the ladder, telling him that he was
all right and to come down with me as | could easily hold him. It didn'e
takr me long to pet him down. Josef Knubel and T had taken Fuchs as
porter up the Tischhorn by the Teufelsgrat, and he had several times
become frightened. Fochs had been exiled to Amenca for killing a man
with 2 knife and had only recently retumed to Switzerfand.

"When we reached a point about 40 fr. sbove the so-called Big Chim-
ney, the Englshman slipped. This was near the place where Whymper
fell in 1862 The son of the lesding puide had laid his wiled rope, con-
necting this Enghshman, in front of me. We were tlking while the elder
Superuao was culting steps up o the ridge above and the regular route,
There was no chance for the son to grab the rope. T caught it, braced my
feet and held tight. T don’t think the father saw what happencd. Anyway
the son wat grateful to me for Pr!u-nur:g;fl.ﬂ."

After this campaign Perry-Smith rerumed to America. He wrote often
to his old friends and sent photos to show that he had been training on
the granite outside walls of a house, bocoming an expert fagade climber.
[E. Cromwell aays: “He did “homan fiy’ dimbing up office baildings, but
the police stopped him because he created traffic jams." ] In Aogust, 1905,
he returned 1o Dresden, his first words 0 Kunee being! “May [ live and
eat with you for & month? | have lost nearly all my money gambling on
the ship.” The professional card-sharps had taken him over. The Kunze
family at once accepted him in their home. Money, however, was scarce
and they could only afford dimbing on the nearest peaks. But Perry-Smith
was gager 10 ascend the Torwichier? and, when it seemed that a competiter
might snatch this prize, began to cune and wanted to leave at once. Bul
Brst they had the blacksmith make safety and rope-off rings and, with
Hanns Schucller as third man, started on September 10.

Arriving st the overhang, Perry-Smith drove in the safety ring and
roped to his companions. The final wall was covered by thin Hchen, stll
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wet from rain, but soon they were on the summit, listenung to cheers
from friends on a mearby tower. Perry-Smith was still full of emotion and,
instead of having & smoke, ma aroand the very edge of the peak, sying
that oaly in this way could he find out whether he was sull free of dizni-
ness, His companions assured him that there was already sufficent evi-
dence on this point. This was the first new ascent that he had led, the
beginning of an ers in which his name and that of Rudolf Fehrmann
head che list of those who made possible the great days of development
in climbs of Saxon Switzerland.

The ascents in which Perry-Smith tock part are now lisied, the leader
in each case being named first, "Old route” means that by which the firnd
ascent was made, The bracketed figure indicates the relative dithculty of
the climb, the prading being slightly different from that used in the Alps.
V1 = very difficult; VII covers climbs of utmost difficulty which, because
of the nature of the rock, would not be possible in the Alps. These data
are derived from Elbsamdrtermpebrepe (3 edit., 1961), the soocessor of
Fehrmann's guidebook, Der Bergrirsper e der Sachiciche Sehuerr (Dres-
den, 1908, with subscquent editions), and details moee than 3000
routes on the 600 towers. The first evaluation of Saxom rock climbing
appeired in Zeitrchrifs dis D. 5.0¢. AV, 1908, Perry-Smith made moec
than 90 sscents in this ares, 33 of which are rated VI or sbove. There
were 32 firss ascents, 13 solo climbs and 36 additional on which he led

1904
Undated. Uwrerer Gamibopd, old roure (111}, 0. PeorpSemith alone.
March 1. Fallsmiivie, Konee mute (TV). A. Kunre, O, PerrySmith.
Juns T Labomatiee-Erre, old pnete (V)Y A Koo 0. Peoyp-Smish,
H. Simoh [On these Kuare was the beader aml Perrp-Smith hm
companion an the rope. In October the latter met Budod! Fehrmann
andl therealier with him dosuinated the classic period.]
Jane 32 Polewsasive Dowmgipiel, N, rouie (V). O. Perrp-Smith, A
Kasze, . Safler
It was a3 if the swxes on the Fase, long believed impossible, had
suddenly widened the houndaries of technical climbing. From this year
the conquest of difficult walls progressed. This transfer from chimney
Mﬂﬂﬁhm-ﬂlmuﬁmmsﬂmdbyma"hdfmﬂt.'
but it soon became accepied as the knowledpe of friction technique spread
Rudolf (“Petrus") Fehrmann® recalls: “Perry-Smith was the strongest
individual personality | have ever known. He had 2 flsir for the super-
monumental, whether it was to fiind new routes on rck or ice, to drive
his Bugatti racing car along the highways by night, or in {riendly carousal

l A Kunsr. .’ll.l-‘mlf“ﬂl.l.r TEN, Mo. & Errgiittges in fevkea €
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1o lift many a gless. [At a club gathening of his climbing fmends he ance
srrived looking like an inflted balloon, twenty bottles of champagne
being strung around his waist ender a motoring coat.] He was no saint
and did nit care to he one. Only & few really knew that in this sometimes
rough, sometimes tender youth there beat a chivalrous hear, In 1903 he
came to Germany o the second time. T was amazed 1o see on the Chine-
sischer Turm how, just after crossing the ocean, he easily overcame diffi-
culties, and when | went carefully forward he siraddled and sped past
me. To his arm and legn distances seemed nothing. He i the man for
me, with him | most wiss the Alps” 1 thought And there in the grear
Alps 2t in the mountains of bome he became the comrade of all comrades.
Together we did the Guglia di Brenta (5. wall), the new N. route on the
Kiecine Zinne, the Matterhomn.

“His besr-like strength 1 waw for the fire time on the Brosinnadel in
the autumn of 190%. We had 2 beginner on the rope whom Oliver did
vot suffer gladly. To pet even with him for a bit of boastfulness Ofiver
gave him the mahciois advice to go dirertly down the south wall instead
of the usual ndge All went well in the beginning, but then hand and
footholds gave out. "Haold, hold, I'm falling,” cried the unlucky fellow.
Ofiver replied with pretended anper. That's no loss; fall into Hell where
you belong’ "Hold tight, hold the rope tight' 'Goddsm, I awn't hold
your,” sounded from above, | muost cut the rope, [ have no desire to fall
on yoar account.” A oy of anguish from the depths at last brought Ofiver
ter c2ll fo me: You, Petrus, have him on the rope, you must pull him over
to you.” And so it worked: the poor fellow swung through the air, while
Ofiver stood upright on the narrow ledge and paid out the rope. As the
victim hung free in the sir and Haded with arms and legs, Oliver slowly
spoke memorable words to me, which I can never forget: "See, Petrus,
the lovely picture. how he hovers, like an cagle!’

“Unforgettable {s another experience when, in 1908, we were on the
Guglis di Brenta. Perry-Smith knew the pesk alieady and sbowed me the
way a3 | wend shesd. But for once e was mistaken and we had 1o go
back. I was in 2 bad position and saw that | mast trust to Juck to come
out safely. He too was in 2 mky spol, and | clled to him to unrope as,
in case of 2 fall, he could certainly not hold and there was no point in
wo men mstead of ope pomg down, His iodignant answer shill echoes
i my cars: “What do you think | am, man or beast? Either 1 hold you
or | drop with you' If [ had not known what s meant by mountain
frendship, it was then apparent. Iv it any wonder that, despite his mas-
takey and wesknesses, 1 Joved this man like a brother #"



1905

Undated. Tawre {Tonteinnadel), SE angle (V). 0. Perry-Smith, slome.

Augnst L Goeoitee Wabirees, ol route (IV). R Fehrmagn, O, Peery-
Smith, H. Schusller.

September 10, Torwdcberr, old moute (V1) O, Perry-Smith, A. Kunze,
H. 5chueller.

Sopeenber |2, Obvrer Gaugbop!, old roure. H. Schoeller, O. Perry-Smith.

September 13, Kirtwe Hevdwlenidule, old route (IV), ©. Peery-Smith,
H. Schuglles

September {7, Hillwbandipices, old route (V), and Vesioviwrm, ald
Toide {'U'ij. K. Febrmons O Pm'psml.ﬂ:_ A Hover, O Eliser,
Enie, Lamm side (V1) O. Perry-Smith, B Felumana,

September 19 Boderrer [ Junglemnsiein), ofd muie (V13 B Fehmoann,
0, Presy-Smiih

September M4, Brasdiwbeibs, old route (V). snd Fosjgoesmadel O
Peery-Semith, H. Schueller

September 27, Kletner Probiickbegel, N mde. R Fehommamn, H- Schoslier,
(). Perry-Smith.

September 28 Raader Tarm, old moute (IV). O Pery-Smath alane,

Ociober 1. Taluwchier {Feldston), Plaler mate (V). B Fohemamn,
0¥, Perry-Smith, H. Schweds.

October 3. Jackelfelr, old rate [(IV), N Plafoucklacbapizy, old e
{IIT), and 5 Plafesscdlachicgize, 5 roate (IV), O Perp-Smuth
alone.

Ocrober 4. Hivichprondbegel, old roure (IV), R Fehrmane, O, Perry-
Smith.

October 15, Keleh, old route (V1) O. Pesry-Semith, F. Weadschch, H
Gipfert

Comber 31, Kisimer Webliwrm, E wall (V). O, Poop-Semth, A Hoyer

Sovember 20, Ziirewenkoff, old rowte (IV). O, Perrp-Smith, sloas

December 8. Schrcfertwrm, old route (WIL O, Peoy-Smith, A. Horer,
F. Kopprasch

December 12 Ferlorrrer Twrsr, old foute {IV), 0. PerrySmith alome.

In August Perry.Smith visited the Lombard Alps. 1 climbed the Citra
Tosa alone and met some people from Graz The man [Georpe F
Goeteed, a climber and skier, asked me whether it would be dangerom to
take: him up the Guglia. He had lost some fingers, frozen on the Schioee-
koppe in the Riesengebirge. He had recently fallen in the seep south
couloir, and seemed o doubt my ability 1o lesd him up the Campanile
Basso, OF course, | had never heen on sts summit, but 1 had really learmed
to climb and knew just what T could do without much danger. The com.
mencement of the soute 4t the top of the couloir dose to the SE &lge
led up to a wide ledge on the B face, where Preuss started his ascent.
From here we dimbed acroms the N. face to the W. shoulder. Then up a
crack on the N.W. edge 1o 2 narrow ledge leading to 2 piton snd 2

im W Fehrmann, 558 Jabrkuck, W00 Bap=wgew v Sarkis, 13

slight overtung. Then straight up the N. face to the summit At that
time I don't think any guides [Tita Pisz, 1902.] bad made the climb, We
roped down the N. face and again on the 5. face near the E. edge, thence
glissading the whole way down the 700-ft. couloir al an angle of 40
degroes

“The gentleman from Graz and 1 became great friends and the newt
winter we did the Sonnenwendspitze (I think) on skis. At that time they
rode oo & single alpenstock and did oot fall often. | made Christies and,
very foolishly, sometimes Tolomarks. | wasn't very good then, but gee
down without any broken bones. 1 then went to Schreiberhau in the
Kiesengebirge [now Polish Silesia}, to my future wife’s home, the Neue
Schlevinche Bande We had pood sking from October until June, 1 won-
derful Abfahnt to Schreberhan with speed sometimes approaching 70
males an hour ™

1906

February 19, Vorderer Tarsain, Porry-Smith vasiant (1T). O. Perry-Smith,
abone.

March. Domgpipfel, PerrySmith poute (111). O, Perry Semith, alone.

March 18, Hellsebwedrgame, W, Vorters, old and N, soutes (I11),
Couval Vastivm, old soute (111). A. Hoyee, O, Porry-Smith.

Merch 26, Farderer Toribom, M. route (V). O. Persy-Smith, alnes

March 37, Grotrewmrt, wld toute (111}, R. Fehmann, O. Perry-Smish,

Apeil 6 Amselipitze, old route (V). O, Perry-Sanith, R. Fehrmanmn.

Apsil 7. Wildee Kopf. o route (V1) ©. PerrySmith, B, Fehrmann.

Apsil & Wellwadsl old route (V) O. Perry-Smith, R Fehmmann, H.
Schuclles. Mitileves Gasfelsen. gulley route (IV), Hinterer Gaws:
fedsen, pulley peute (TW). O Perry-Smith, alone

May 30 Gennee Webliwewm, Hinlg mote (Vi) W. Hinig O. Perry.
Smith, W', Lebenann. Hillembandipirze, E Vorturm, ald reate (V).
0. Perry Smith, W, Henig, W, Lehmamn.

The ascent of the Grosser Wehlturm by the SE wall (Hinigwand)
by W. Himig and W' Eiuc]:u:!lml-'llfﬂ,lﬂlﬁ ushered in an important
penod of dimbing in the rge 1t was witnessed by Perry-
Smith", who congratulated the pair and plied them with questions a1 to
its dhifficulty. They were proud of the interest shown by ooc of the best
climbers of their moantains. Oliver, however, had noted and painted out
to them that their route deviated somewhat from the “Geeat Line™ of
Fehrmann's conoept, and o was decided to rectafy this in a new ascent.
A week later he joined Hiinig's party, bringing with him a profemional
photographer, although his fauby German did not st once make his
intentions clear. But they howsted the photographer, his nacksack, & bulky
camera with plates. and & large tripod to & proper viewpoint on the Kleiner
Wehiturm The higher peak was then resscended, up the final wall and

1L W, Hasig, Jebedevk fie Tesmsl, 1993-H 48,



the ovethang to the summit, while six psctures were taken which later
sppeared as a postcard series. The peak was traversed and the photog-
rapher retnieved,
May 27. fwugfer, old routet? W Hiinig, O. Perry-Smith. W. Bandisch
In o letter to K. Fehrmann, Perry-Smith wrode: "Yesterday was o day
for me which [ shall never forget. Herr Hilnig and | went to the Schramm-
steingebict where Herr Hiinig ascended the Torwichter ali erste. Then
we ascended together the Jumyfray, both climbing at once. Hinig led and
I followed close hehind n order to back him up. Three meters from the
sumimit we stood together in small footsteps with smooth rock in front
wnd nothing at all for the fngen to hold. The summit was juined by
shoving Hiinig over the smooth rocks until he could grasp the top with
his fingers. Baudisch, another fine climber, came after us in fine form . .
The Jungirau is the most difficult rock that has yet been climbed. Tt s
harder than the Barharine or the Schrammtorwichter ” On the summit
block it took them rwo hours to deive in safety.nnes. Hinig climbed on
Perry-Smith's knee, then on his shoulder, but still could not reach the
top scarcely 4 meter awsy. Only when Perry-5mith raised him wath out-
stretched arm could be grasp the peak with his right hsnd and pull him-
self on to the highest point
Jane Y. Chiweriteber Torm, MW, route (V). 0. PerrpSmith W Hinig,
B Fehrmann Schiefe Zacke, SE angle (V). O. Perry-Smith, alone
Jene 7. Amban, old mute (1Y), O. PerrpSmith, F. Goete,
Jene 24. Spamnageioerm, NW. angle (VIIb). O, Perry-Smith, A Hoyer.
July 1. Srbiefer Twrm, E angle (Y1), O, Perrp-Smith, 'W. Hiaig
July 13, Kawreltirm, Perry-Smith route (V1), O, Perry-Smith, A Hover,
sqﬂﬂ'l-hh' 1. Kleree Ziwne, N, roube ¥ R Fehrmann O, Perry-Seuth
m;;l; 4 Dratfimperierm, 5 omte (VIIG), R Fehemane, O Peop
k.
Scptember B Fonderrr Tarsiem, W, route (V). 0. PerpSenth, | Keb
ling.
September 9, Tewfeliiwem, obd rowie (VIIb). O, Perry-Smith, W, Hinig,
E. Fehrrann. [Comideesd ar this time the moa difficsht clisb in e
range. F. Wiesiner is of the opinion that on this asent Perry-Smith
souchid o pount in free climbing techaigue that (s clote b the Hmsin
of the possible
&prth; 1. Blandeck, Febrminn route (V1§ K. Pehomano, O, Perry-
Oxtober. Dixewstein, NE moute (II1). 0, Peery-Smith, alose.
October 3. Keszolisorm, NW. angle (V1), and E. route (VI). R Fohe
mamn, O, Perry-Semith.
In this summer Perry-Smith, now s member of the Austrian Alpine
Club, was at Sulden and, with the guide Zischg, made the then unthough:

12, N Pehemann, SEB [ubrboch. 1914.13; Respateigrs in Sackeen, S fabobas
S, S04, 48 {Ticomiite of Perrp-Tak's boa o B Pman ¥ Tt

of traverse Maritgrat-Ortler-Zebru-KBaigspitze in 4 day of 15.5 hours. He
was in sch great form that be pliced the guide behind him. As late as
1939 the older puides still spoke about @ with awe.

“I traversed the Grosa Glockner with George F, Goetze, of Dresden,
sometime after he fell or shid down the couloir on the south side of the
Guglia di Brenta | hired & guide and we went up the ordinary rowte
{ Hoffmanweg] sud came down an arfte to the long [Pasterze] glacier
lcading into the valley, getting into a nasty lightning storm which 1 will
always remember. This was just after the King of Saxony made the ascent.
I think it was in 1906,

“In 1906 | walked aroand Mont Blanc to Courmapeur. Then aver the
5t Bemard to Visp, where | took the train to Zermatt. Koubel was glad
o see me and invited me to make 3 climb with him. [ told him [ waned
to go up the Unter Gabelhom, and over the Wellenkuppe to the summit
of the Ober Gabelborn. 1 am not sure, but think i was the firnt ascent
of the Ohber Gabelhomn by this route. Koobel was so pleased that bhe
wouldn't take any money.”

The Matterhorn N sal! was abso oo his program, From Zermatt he
sent & postcard marked with the proposed rowte to Fehrmann, telling him
to come unmediately. This extraoedinary docsment is still in the possession
of the Gipfelstirmer Club Mothing seems to have resulted from this
invitation and the problem remuned to be solved by Toni and Frany
Schmidt & quarter of a contury later. Perry-Smith’s mother died in this
year. In tho peeiod he was made an honorary member of the Rohnspitzler
Chab, a Dresden chimbing group

15907

March 1} Mistorer Gamilelien, & roate (V). O, Perp-Smbth, B Fehe-
UTLAETS,

March 3%, Direbrolesfel, old route (Y], snd Klave Grewstwrs. ald
roate (11}, B Felermann, O, Perry-Smith.

Marck M. Hevimlesiem, old route (1), B Pohvmana, O, Perry-Senith

April 1 Winklertors, N angle (V1) uad 5% snele (V1) B Fobr.
samn. 0. Perry-Smith, W. Hiinig.

Apnl 7. Kleiwer Fallwertarm, old route (V). B. Fehrmann, ©. Perry.

Smith, W Himig,
Apnl 8 Gurterm, Fohrmann vatant (V). B Fehrmenn, O Perry-Smith
1908
July 26, Hillewbuedipitee. Perry-Smith route (VI O Perry-Smith,

i Fehsmass
Avget, [ovtamiborn, new SE romte (V). O PeerypSmith, A Kunre
W. Himig.

I8 fadwbarh fie Teaslaivk, 1984, 34,
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the overhang to the sammit, while six pecures were taken wiech later
appeared as 1 postcard series. The peak was traversed and the photog-
rapher retrieved.

May 27. Jwugfer, old routet®, W. Hiinig, O. Perry-Smith. W. Bandisch.

In & letter to R. Fehrmann, Perry-Smith wrofe: “Yesterday was a day
for me which | shall never forget. Herr Hinig and | went to the Schramm.-
steingebiet where Herr Hilmig ascended the Torwachter ali srste. Then
we sscended together the Jumgfras, both climbing 3¢ once. Hiinig led and
I followed close behind in order to back him up, Three meters from the
summit we stood together in small footsteps with smooth rock in front
and nothing at all for the fingen to hold The summit was ganed by
shoving Hinig over the smooth rocks until he conld grasp the top with
his fingers, Baudisch, another fine climber, came after us in fine form .
The Junglreu s the most difhcult rock that has yet been climbed. It b
harder than the Barbarine or the Schrammstorwichter.” On the summit
block it ook them rwo hours to drive in safety-rings. Hiinig climbed on
Pecry-Smith's koee, then on his shoulder, but still could not reach the
top scrcely o meter away. Only when Perry-Smith raised him with out-
stretched arm could be grasp the peak with his nght hand and poll him-
self on to the highest point.

Jane 5. Chwelirobir Tarm, MW, moote (V). O Peop-Smith. W, Hinie,

R. Fehrmann, Jebéefe Zacde, S E angle (V). O PorpSmith, aloae,

June 7, Amboir, old rogte (1), O. PerrpSmith, F, Goetee.

Jine 24, Spunwageliurs, NW. sngle (VIIB). O. Perry-Smith, A. Hoyer.

July 1. Schiefer Turm, E. angle (V1). O. PerrySmish, W. Hiaig.

July 13, Kawzeltwrm, Perry-Smith roste (V1). 0. Perry-Smith, A Hoyer.

September 1. Kiete Zimde, N, moute (V). R Fehrmann, O, Perry-Smith.

mi. Dveifagerinrm, & soute (VIh), K. Fehonsme, O, Py

September B Fardorar Tartiels, W route (V). O. PerrpSmith, | Keb
ling.

Seprember 9. Teafelowrm, obd route [VITb). O, Perry-Smith. W. Hinig,
R. Febrmunn. [Comislersd at this time the most sl climb in the
range. F. Wienner i of the opinion that on this asent Perry-Smith
lﬂbﬁd.lpﬁ.ﬁtinfﬂdﬁﬂ:h[tﬂdﬂ'qtuﬁdildmhﬂwlﬂ|
wf the possibie. ]

September 10, Alevitork, Felrmann route (V1. B Fehwmann, O, Perrp
Smith,

Detobet, Dorewiioin, NE mute (I1]. O, Perep-Sazith, sloae.

October 3. Kewzoliarm, MW, angle (VI), and E route (V). L Fehr
mann, (), Perry-Senith.

In this summer Perry-Smith, now s member of the Austrisn Alpine

Club, was at Sulden and, with the guide Zischg, made the then unthought

2. B Tehumann, SO0 [sbriasi, [904.59; B, in Savdorn, i Jadwbusi
o, B3, 38 (Csimiin ol Parvy-Ramki's htier i B ey ¥ fibe Towsis
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of traverse Marltgrar-Ortler-Zebru-Kbnigspitze in & day of 15.5 hours. He
was in wuch great form that he placed the guide behind him. As late as
1939 the older puides wtill spoke shout #t with swe.

“I traversed the Gross Glockner with George F. Goetze, of Dresden,
sometime after be fell or alid down the couloir on the south side of the
Guglia di Brenta | hired 2 puide and we went up the oedinary route
{ Hoffmenweg] end came down an arffe o the long [Pasterze] glacier
leading into the valley, getthing into a masty lightning storm which T will
always remember. This was just after the King of Saxony made the ascent.
I think it was in 1906,

“In 1906 | walked around Mont Blanc to Courmayrar. Then aver the
5. Bernard to Visp, where | took the train to Zermait. Knubel was glad
10 see me and invited me to make & climb with him. 1 told him T wanted
to go up the Unter Gabelhom, and over the Wellenkoppe to the summit
of the Ober Gabelhorn. 1 am not sure, but think o was the frt ascent
n'dwﬂhﬂﬁlbtﬂmmhrdﬁimﬁmbdwunplﬂﬂﬂmhr
wonzlidn't take any money.”

The Matterhom N wall was also on his program®, From Zermaer he
went & postearc] marked with the propoted route to Fehrmann, telling him
to come ummedeately. This extraordinary document is still in the possession
of the Giplelstiirmer Club. Nothing seems to have resulted from this
invitation and the problem remained to be solved by Toni and Frane
Schmidt 2 quarier of o century laer. Perry-Smith's mother died in this
year. In this perind he was made an bonorary member of the Rohnspitzler
Clush, 3 Diresden chimbing group.

1907

March 15 Niwreeer Gewifelien, 5 poabe (W), O, Peory-Smith, B Feh-
oiann

Muxch ¥ Dirvebiclesfel, old rouse [V, and Kiotew Gremzivem, aold
rogte (11). B Fehrmann, O, Peery-Smath

Biz=ch Wi, Werdmlennen, old mute (1) B Fehrmann, 0 Perrp-Saith

April L Wishlprtare, M. angle [V}, aod 5%, sngle [V1), B Fehs
thamn, . Perry-Smith, W'. Hindg

April 7. Kletaer Fillwertsrm, old youte (V). B, Fehemann, O, Perry

Seuth, W, Himug
Apeil B (Outerterm, Febrmann vasant (V). B Fehimann, 0. Perry-Smiih
1908
Jaly 1. Héllewbundipites, Peery-Smith soute (WI}YW, O, Perrp-Seith,
. Fehimaan
Avgest, [ortamibors, new SE routs [V}, O, PerrpSmith, A Konze
W. Hinig

ik luzh the Tawrimid, 1 i
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Augnit 2. Brickesrsrs, old moute (IV). O Perry-Smith, W, Himig. B
Henning, . Fehemann

September 1. Mbachiiee. M erack (VIIB), 0. Perey.Smith, B Fehomamn,
R Gretir,

Ovtoher 11, Hanpi-Driliimg, old moose (VII). ©. Perey-South, A. Heoyer
W, Hinig, B Henning, K. Kopl, E Klr.

Ovicher 18, Muckelbepl, old ronte (VI). Q. Permy-Smith, A Heyer,
E Klar, K Kopi.

In a letter to Fehrmann, dated October 12, 1908, Peery-Smith wrote:
“On September 30 T went from Dresden to the Drilling Needle and saw
that it was possible from the rear On October 9, Hover, Hilnig and T met
anel told Lischner [Paul Laschner, one of the best climbers of the time,
fell to his desth three months later.] that we intended to climb the
Diilling. He said that he had tried already and knew i was impossible.
On that day we did not suceeed either. and nameally many people lughed
at ws. O October 10, in the affernocn we were aguin st the Drilling,
bringing two alarm-clocks. Hoyer, Hiinig, Henning, Kopf and Klar ac-
companied me. At 1.25 a.m. oa October 11 the alarms went off and T had
to douse my companions with cold water to awaken them. At 6:30 we
had begun the climb from the back, . leading to the block from which
previous attempts had been made.

"Hoyer stood beside the smooth groove, Hinig on his shoulder, while
from the side | shoved Hinig higher and fnally held him on my hand
until be secured & bold and could overcome the difficulr spot. We then
reached a narrow ledge 12 m. above the starting point, put in 4 ring, and
1 went shead. After o traverse to the right and 3 m. spward, Hinig ad-
vanced and climbed on my arm. Abour 3 m. below the top he met difi-
culty, snd | followed with hard work. Just a5 1 was below him in 2 small
step be shot down, fell on my hack, then through the aic His rearend
struck the rock with a hang and blood streamed from his head like a
clowd-burst, reddening the stone. | expected to fall with him, but he soon
sat up on the ledge and cured God and the world in general. As so much
blood had been sacrificed, # seemed my duty to advance, particularly since
there were observers below, some carrying the black flag with death’s head
of the Schwarser Kamin [the Dresden club of which the pary were
members, ] Mmmmjlmphmdplﬂnglﬂnﬁ?uﬂnﬂﬁ.ﬁﬂlﬂﬂ
to the right, and at 2:30 resched the summit and plinted cur flag. The
others came up on the rope, and the ascent would have been impossible
without soch comrades. The Drilling is 31 m. high, much higher than 1
thonght, und now T have shut Lischner's mouth ™

During the summer Perry-Smith and Fehrmann went to the Dolo-

mites? 5, first 10 the Rosengasten group, where they made the first ascent
of the § face of the Stabelerturm (Vajolet) on August 19. "'One moming
in the Rosengarten | made up my mind to make & new route on the
Stabelertarm. Near the SW, adge, maybe 130 ft up, was an overhanging
crack. There was a loud yell from below Tas st nicht der richtige Weg.'
“Jawehl,’ 1 said, “Ich weiss, but I am making a oew route up your Stabeler-
turm.” In a fow minutes | had climbed the ovedhang, and the guide
looked astonished and left It was not very diffhicult. In about half an
hour 1 reached the summit, descended the W, face a bitthe way and crossed
over to the E wall of the Delago and up the famous Pichlriss, which
looked more difficult than it was | led the whale S face and did not use
any pitoes. | let Fehrmann lead the way up the Delago.™

Their next objective was the N, wall of the Kleine Zinne (Picools
Cima di Lavaredo), It is split from top to bottom by two vertical chim-
neys, the esstern of which was conquered by Helversen and Innerkotler
im 1890, Ever since 1903 Fehrmann had longed to make a new route
through the western crack, but now storms defeated them. An exploratory
ascent was made by the ordinary W, face route and, dunng descent, when
30 m below the Zsigmondy chimney, Fehrmann was twice struck by
lightning, but was held on the rope by his companion. They had no better
lack on the Grosse Zinne and departed for Molveno

On August 28 they ascended the Guglia i Brenta (Campanile Basso)
by the 5W' face route which now bears Fehrmann's name. Perry-Smith
states, however, that he lod on this [his second ascent], but that since
Fehrmann was the first to sign the sammii book, the latier was sssumed by
later climbers to have been the leader.

1909

My 12 Facheodur, N crack O Perry-Smith, A. Hoyer,
June |, Gregey Spiczey Horm, S.E. werisnt (V). R Febumana, 0. Perry-
Smith, A Felsrmann

Not to be defested, Perry-Smith and Fehrmann returned to the Doko-
mites6, in this summer being rewarded by perfect weather. Gaining the
hut from Innichen on August 19, they spent the remainder of the day
exploring and marking with red chulk the lower reaches of thar pro-
posed route on the N. face of the Kleine Zinne. On the follawing morn-
ing they completed the new ascent up the W. chimney in 4.5 hours,
Fehrmann leading throughout “The technical difficulties were the greatest
I3, Besbeernum; | Enscigeng dher dir Sidwesd'; Guglia & Deanin; 1 Duschklenersng oy
lﬂiiﬂh“c.pnﬂ wchay i dey Westseite, Ov 2. (1909}, 122 KAL ‘I“I_-“-.t‘l:a
18}, 19 E, Castgglines, Dedemati di Dernta [(rste 175 ), V56, Whe sacent being o
mhm-mnl‘ﬂh 5

i, Tl mEwes il Am Klekss Zisse, Qe AF (v0pd), 19 A Beri, Lr Dalemin
Ormmials 481, ; "
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Augut 2. Brickeowrs, ofd route (TY). O, Perrp-Smuth, W, Hilmnig, B
Henneng, B, Felimmann.

Beptember 20, MiFuchniein, M, crack (VIIb}, O, Perry-Smith, B Fehrmann,
R Grrires

October 11, Haspr-Deifling, old rocte (V1) O, Perry-Smith, A. Hope
W, Himg B Heaning, K. Kopf, E Kiar.

October 18 Marcbelbopl, ol route (V1). O, PerrpSmith, A Hower.
E Klar, K Kopf.

Tn o letter to Fehrmann, dated October 17, 1908, Perry-5mith wrote:
“On September 30 T went [rom Dresden to the Drilling Needle and saw
that it was posshle from the rear. On October 9, Hoyer, Hiinig and 1 met
and told Lischner [Paul Lischner, one of the best climbers of the tame,
fell w his death three months later.] that we intended to climb the
Drilling. He siid that he had tried already and knew it was impossible.
On that day we did not succeed either, and namrally many people laughed
at us. On October 10, in the afternoon we were again ot the Drilling,
bringing two alamm-clocks. Hover, Hinig. Henning, Kopf and Klar ac.
companicd me. At 1.2% am. on October 11 the alarms went off and T had
10 dese my compansons with cold water to awaken them. At 6:30 we
had begun the climb from the back,.leading to the block from which
previou attermpts had been made.

"Hoyer stood beside the smooth groowe, Himig on his shoulder, while
from the side 1 shoved Hilnig higher snd fnally held him on my hand
until he secured 3 hold and could overcome the diffcult spot. We then
reached a nareow ledge 12 m. above the starting point, put in a nng, and
I went abead. After a traverse to the right and 3 m. upward, Hinig ad-
vanced and climbed on my arm, About 5 m below the top he met diffi-
culty, and | followed with hard wodk. Jost 23 1 was below him in 2 small
step he shot down, fell on my back, then through the air. His rear-end
struck the rock with & bang and biood streamed from his hesd like o
cloud-burst, reddening the stone. I expecred to fall with him, bat be soon
st up on the ledge and cursed God and the world in general As so much
blood had been sacrificed, it soemed my duty to advance, parricularly since
thete were observers below, some carrying the black flag with death’s head
of the Schwarzer Kamin [the Dresden club of which the party were
members. ] After many attempts and placing a ning [ ascended, traversed
to the right, and at 2:30 reached the summit and planted our flag. The
others came up on the rope, and the ascent would have been impossible
without such comrades. The Drilling is 31 m. high, much higher than |
thought, and now | have shut Léschner's mouth ™

Duning the summer Perry-Smith and Fehrmann went to the Dalo-

mites!3, trst to the Rosengarten group, where they made the first ascent
of the 5. face of the Subelerrurm (Vajolet) on August 19. "One maming
in the Hosengarten I made up my mind to make s pew route on the
Stahelerturm. Near the SW. edge, maybe 150 ft up, was an overhanging
crack. There was & loud yell from below Das st micht der richtipe Weg,'
Jawohl' | said, “leh wesss, but | am making & new route up your Stabeler-
turm. In & few munwtes | had climbed the overhang, and the puide
looked astonished and left. It was ot very difficult. In about hall an
hour 1 reached the summit, descended the W', face a little way and crossed
over 1o the E wall of the Delago and up the famous Pichlriss, which
booked more dificule than i was. [ Jed the whole 5. face and did not use
any pitons I Jet Fehrmann lead the way up the Delago.”

Their next objective was the N, wall of the Klsne Zinne (Piccola
Cima di Lavaredo). It is split from top to bottom by two vertical chim-
neys, the exstern of which was conquesed by Helversen and Innerkofles
m 1890, Ever since 1903 Fehrmann had fonped to make & new route
through the western crack, but now storms defeated them. An explotatory
ascent was made by the ordinary W. face route and, during descent, when
30 m below the Zsipmondy chimney, Fechrmann was fwice struck by
lightning, bur was held on the rope by his companion. They had no better
luck on the Grosse Zinne and departed for Molveno,

On August 28 they awended the Guglia di Brenta (Campanile Basso)
by the SW. face route which now bears Fchrmann's name. Perry-Smith
states, however, that he led on this [his second sscent], but that since
Fehrmann was the first to sign the summit book, the latter was assumed by
bates climbers to have been the leader.

1904

May 12 Zuckerbas, N crack. O. Perry-Smith, A, Hoyer.
Jone | Gropses Spitzer Hoew, 8E varient (V), B Fehrmens, O, Perry-
Senith, A Fehemann.

Not w0 be defeated, Perry-Smith and Fehrmann returned to the Daolo-
mitest, in this summer being sewarded by perfect weather. Gaining the
hut from Innichen on August 13, they spent the remainder of the day
exploning and marking with red chalk the Jower reaches of their pro-
posed route on the N face of the Kleine Zinne. On the following mam:
ing they compleied the new ascent up the W. chimney in 4.3 hours,
Fehrmann leading throughous. “The technical difficulties were the greatest
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either of us have ever met with in the Alps, but not reaching the extreme
limnits of difficulty.” Perry-Smith adds: "We then crossed the Rosengarten
from east to west and headed for the nearest ruilroad and Fermatt. | wok
my frend up the Matterhorn [Perry-Semith’s third sscent], Zinal Rothom
and Weihorn "

They continued to Chamonx. Making a late start from Moptanvest
they went up the Grépon as far as the Mummery crack. "It was too late
to climb to the summit. We returned to Montanvert. Alots Pollinger,
sitting outside at table, told us that Jotef Knubel, Mr, Geoffrey Young and
H. O. Jones were at the Plan des Aiguilles. We went over and asieed
Josef what he intended climhing next day and he said the Grépon. | told
him we had just come down and that we mtended to climb t alo, but
did not know the way from the Plan des Aiguilles scross the Nantillons
placier and would like to follow him. He sad to ask his boss. Mr. Young
wal very nie, ind waid he was always intérested i gnideless climbers
Mext moming, after crossing the placier, we climbed a steep ioe slope
to the top. Knubel, Young, jones and the two Lochmafters were waiting
for a fall of séracs to rros the glacier, | was standing in ice steps close
to the top and Felrmann was, for some resson, waiting below. It wasa't
long before a huge block of we came nshing acoss the glacier and
passed close to us and down the ice slope directly toward Fehrmanan, |
pulled him up as fast o | could and he also ran up the e steps. The
block of ice just missed him. We then went on to the commencement of
the fairly steep couloir leading to the Mummery Crack. There was a foot
of now snow and all the rocks had a heavy coating of we. The other
partics said they would not go op the Grépon. Knohel stood in doubt
I told him I would go shead. After 130 fi. upwards my rope ame 1o an
end. Fehrmann asked if he shoald come up_ 1 said Mo, tie Young's rope
to mine,” and then went up another 150 ft to a point below the crack. |
made the rope fast and called the others 10 come up. When Mr. Young
arnived, be laughed and, after looking at the icc<overed rocks, said: Now
what are you going to do next® T replied that | would show him in a
mimute; ok off my mcksack and climbed up until | could look into the
narrow Mummery Crack, and saw that it was iced on both sides. T oould
easily have pone up without standing on anyone’s shoulders: Although
Fehrmuann wanted to come up, for diplomatic reasons [ called Knubel and
quickly stood on his shoulders and got one foot in the crack Knubel
gave me 4 good shove and | was swon at the hreakfast place, Josef coming
up at once. We pulled up the rucksadks, and Young, Jones and Fehrmann
came up one at a time, secured by Josef and myself. We ate breakfast,
and after Josef and I had a good drink from my bottle of cognac he aaid:

"W:ll,m.lhaﬂgﬂﬁﬂmyrm:g:hd:;]wﬂlhdth:dinﬂ:.‘lm
sure Josef could have climbed this stretch just as well as 1 did, but
believe he wanted to test my sbility. Fehrmann and T followed and we
were soon on the rock necdle summit. Me. Young wanted me to climb
down the final crack on his new route from the Mer de Glace.” This was
the first puideless American ascent. Young!7 later refers to Perry-Smith
25 “one of the finest of rransathintic climbers,” and in those far-off days
thete were few Americans who merited such praise.

Perry-Smith had already made two explomtions of the N.E. comer of
the Weisshorn. “Mr. Young wanted to know if I knew of any new routes,
50 | told him T was sure | could lead & new  one directly up the N. face,
over the lower part of the huge ice pinnacle seen from Randa. He told
me to meet him there. Fehrmann and | went to Dresden and T returned.
After four days in the train 1 got back to Zermatt and, as the weather
wis good, Mr. Young wanted to starr right away, We did ™ Perry-Smith,
Young and Knubel climbed the mountain by this route on August 31,

"The north face of the Weisshorn discovered the persistent tracks of
(Hiver Perry-Smith. We had already met upon the Grépon, where the
relish with which be handled several inches of snow on rodk holds had
made Knubel's and my perishing fingers ache yet more to watch. He had
also been one of Knubel's first friends in the woodchopping days. Our
combinstion, for any fresh attempt upon the sorth face, seemed pre-
ordained . . . we called him Cortez because circumstances interfered with
his living longer in Amenica."" The ascent was made from a sleeping place
on the Brunegghorn. “Our fluent progress up the ridge was checked at
ﬂrmmdhnwhjrlﬂllfuhﬂkiutfmnﬂﬂrhﬂ.whumnutnll:ﬂ
s0 because he was often slent up on a pesk. 1 have seen him ballast his
sack with any number of chocolate baxes, and a cedarchest of cigan. It
was only judicious to redistribute such a burden from time to time.”
Young adds: “A very long steep climb, and it certuinly entailed, as we
found it, more physical lsbor than sny other ascent in my recollection.”

Perry-Smith comments: “"We did not climb the M.E. comer, bot went
up to tock ridges and crossed the high ice pinnacle some 20 fu up its
N. face and on to the final steep ice slopes, where steps weore cut ux
feet apart, saving much time in reaching the summit. 1 didn't like Mr.
Yoang bringing his guide with him, as | wanted to lead the first ascent

of the N. face oyyseld.”
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1910

Oictober 1%, (Grorrer Falbwedirm, W moote (VIS M. Metthio,
D, Perry-Smith, H. Wagner.

Richard Pitzsch, of Dresden, accompanied Perry-Senith to the Valais in
this year, the latier mentioning extreme diffculties met with on 2 guideless
wscent [Oliver's second] of the Dent Blanche,

This was Oliver's last climbing season in the High Alps. He was then
26 years old. If, as has been said, the messure of a mountaineer rests in
his willingness to repeat climbs, his recoed shows: Weisshomn (%), Mat-
terhom (3), Dent Blanche (2, Zinal Rothorn (2), Wellenkuppe (2).
Obergabelhorn (2}, Guglia di Breata (2). KL Zinne (2,

1911

Leptomber 5. NEndlicher Schremminrm, MW, route (V1) M Mitthess,
Peeoy-Smith, XK. Ulleich snd ooz other.

Free descent, as an alternative to roping down, had become the custom
after 1905 Perry-Smith had sccomplished this from the Torstemmmadel
and, in 1913, even from the Hampiwicsenstern. The greatest climbs up
to this time had been of the Eiw (1903), Bardarine (the local Guglia di
Brenta) and Hallenbundipize (both 1903), in which be took part, and of
the Schrammtorwdchier (190%) and Tewfelarm (1906), on both of
which he led. Oliver once made a night ascent of one of the most diffcult
towers, carrying up a bicycle which be left a5 a surprise for 2 following
[asty.

1915
My 4. Glatier Turm, obd route (V). O, Perry-Smith, K. Keiler,
,fuh': E:I.r_u]'rnirlr.!l. W, angle (¥ilc) K. Tfiiddh, O. Perry-Smith,

September. Hallewitorm, W. route (VI), O. Perrp-Smith, B Christophe.

Sepiember |8, Dowenrierm, MW, angle (V1) 0. Perrp-Smith, B, Pk,

September 33, Hawpindwreniinw, 5 angle (VIa). O, Peory-Smith, K
Ulirich, . Potesch,

September 30. Nondlicher Wieienutein, SE sagle (Vila), and 5.9, wall
(V1) O Perry-Smith, B Potesch.

October 1, Johsmneibegel, SE angle (IV}), B Potech, O, Perry-Smith.
SW angle (V). O. Perry-Smith, B Phitssch

Dotober 3. Danrmiiois, S.E. angle (Wiia), O, Peoryp-Smith, Frau Potrch,
B Pditesch.

October 6, Zoratbursearsein, WW, angle (IV), and E wall (IV), O
Peery-Smith, R. Potrsch

Otobet 7, Dacensivie, W erack (ViTh), 0. PerrySmith, B Patzsch

October 10, Hevdeleitiin, W, roate (II1). W, Plelichmidt O Perry-
Smith.

I A B Koppaxh in Dee Fodeiperell (1929); Bergeinigew in Sabos, T3

November 1. Fallrmuters, & crack (V1). O. Peery-Senith, K. Fehrmana,

A Febmmann [The 5 coack, the Blitawin, well above b degres,

wery narnow on & verticsl wall, is 30 m. high, and was a daring fest

mwiemt of Perrp-Smith Tt in most spectacular o do and see —
These are the last recorded climbs of Perry-Smith. For scveral years
he had been equally interested in skiing, and soon gained international
recogrition in this sport as well. As the first foreigner fo compete Fuc-
cessfully against the hitherto unapproachable Norwegians, his phenomenal
strength made him particolarly formidable in cross-country runs, His
keenness made him a jumper. His style was pot graceful, onlookers always

expecting him to fall, but his jumps were long and safe.

In 1909 the first German Skimersterschalt was beld at Braunlage in the
Harz mountains snd, on the evening after the cross-country race, compet:-
tors of several mations sat together in the tnn. In those carly days there
were few mules and it was not generally understood that, on 2 nammow
track, one must make way for 2 pursuer calling "Bahn (res.” The story
was lold that it once berame neceisary to say: “IF you pleass, let me
pass ™ Perry-Smuth, making his first appearance in competition, spoke up:
“Well, that's polite, but if | overtake anyone | shout Rrrauss’ with all
my might, scare him almost to death and slip by, Reciting a sentence
would he too much for me

Olver was aloof next day on the slope. There was then no starter, no
telephone, no list of names and no fixed order of starting. He stood at
one wide, looking into the air until hiv sttention was clled w san,
Pulling & large bottle out of his pocket, he took a deep drink, tumed to
bystanders and asked: “Who will hold my boitle?" He then made a long
jump, taking off like a catapulted frog and, when the sccond and third
trials came up, repeated the procedure with the bottle and 1 plummet
landing. He was second in the 17-km. m.hdmulduﬁplﬂihﬁ
jumping, At that time, like the Germans, he sported a beard.

In January of the same year he competed at Oberwicsenthal in the Erz-
gebirge on the Crech frontier, winning the cross-country race of 13.6 km.
and defeating the Norwegian, Rudie. In jumping he came in fourth, affer
three Norwegians, therehy for the first time becoming champion of Saxony,
beating out Edht_v.&_ Planitz, twice Saxon champion and the 1920 Ger-
man Skimeister. There he met Franz Adolph, his future father-in-low,
owner of the Neue Schlesische Baude ot Schretherhau in the Riesengebirge,
Adolph took him 10 Schreiherhay where, during the winter-sports week,
Perry-Smith pained wecond place in the jumping with 285 m. At the end
of January, 1910, he won & local jumping contest there



At the end of January, 1911, Perry-Smith was second in the Deutsche
Skimeisterschaft at Oberwiesenthal. A hamsh eritie, writing in Der Wnter,
called him “An American in whose blood the record demon courses. He
is a5 onruly as a sallion, and a go-getter. He & pot & companionable
sportsman and his suceyses fortihed by aloohol do not command our
respect.”” He also entered 3 jumping contest at Altenberp, Saxony. In 1912
be brought to the Ricsengebirge the frsl three-grooved jumping skis!®,

Janusry 2%-26, 1913, The competition for Saxon championship took
place at Johanngeorgenstadi on the Crech border. Perry-Smith won the
15-km, event over the Norwegian, Tschudi, and was third in jumping.
In the Nordic combination he agun became Sawon champion.

February H-11. The German championship was held 2 Oberhol in
Thuringia  Perry-Smith was third in the cross-country race, two Nor-
wegians leading. Der Wonter said: "The Norwegian supremacy has been
broken by the American. His techimque is nothing to look at; a galloping
man of boundless energy.” He placed seventh in the jumping with three
leaps of 26 m. The Noedic combinstion was won by the Norwegizn,
Bergendah!, Perry Smith taking second place

1914, German Skimeisterschalt in Garmisch-Partenkirchen Perry-Smith
was fourth in the cross-country event and thisd o jumping with three
leaps of 33 m. In the Nordic combination he was second and received the
prize of honor of the Narwegian Consulate in Munich. He then spent five
days with Hannes Schoeider, training at St Anton. Fach moeing was
given over to cross-conntry muns, followed by hot hath and massage, with
jumping practice in the afternoon. Oliver took no part in this last, be-
lieving it was not worth the risk of injury so close to 2 contest. He thought
little of style, cross-country was for him the decisive end and jumping
only a troublesome adjunce.

A week later he won the cross-country cvent in the Austrian champion-
ship at Kitzbiihel. C. J. ("Cil"™) Luther, the ski historian of Partenkirchen
and Ofiver's close friend throughout their skiing careers, reported in
Winter: "A fine victory gained through rigid traming [ could observe
his progress precisely and know that, with typical American persi
he gave his all Perry-Smith also won the jumping with three leaps of
345 m Hu victory in this championship s no accident. In the coume
of the last year be improved himself with tenacious energy, cvidently
supported by the sporting qualities of his nationality.” Afterward Perry-
Smith and Luther sat at the German.Anstrisn frontier waiting for the
night express. (liver complained of earlier eriticium, every fiftesn minutes

1% Perry-Smith wis candesly erpereownbeg with varees af skl amd Fur hack
909, wer naiag 4 vary vhert use in ie-calein of the Dulomitms. r N

saying that he was never a dronkard, and, after each assertion, downing
another plass of beer!

At the Holmenkollen races at Oslo, Norway, in 1914, Perry-Smith,
representing the German 5ki Verband, was considered the most dangerous
of the German contenders. Interest in him was tremendous during the
¥o-km. tace and became grester when Oliver, starting as No, 5, com-
pleted thres.quariers of the course over completely unknown terrain
without being overtaken. In the last quarier he was the victim of inexperi-
ence in oourses of such length, and fell back into fourteenth place, giving
out from inestinal cramps. He had heard that kols tablets increased en-
dumbul.mnuddllhn;mmmdwmﬂlﬂﬂem
and 1o gueach the resoliing thisst downed an entire liter of milk! In the
15dm. race he took ffteenth place, sixiern minutes behind the Norwegian
victor. In jumping bhe reached 31 and 32 m, and was ffteenth in the

He was the first to introduce English training methods to the Riesen-
jgebirge, attracting many eager young people to the Neue Schlesische
Baade. Oliver, at this time, drank nothing stronger than lemonade, even
at Chostmas and New Year celebmations, when among the winter-sport
guests champagne flowed in streams. Assisted by the Adolph family new
jumping slopes with very lugh takeoff platforms were constrocted, from
which Berger, later German champion, made in Oliver's time the first
jumps of 41 m, "He directed & {resh wind from the oulside wocld 1o the
still dreamy eastern mountans, which put the younger gencration on it
feet. With an almost ponmitive drive in sporting accomplishment he was
an irspinng compandon. His was the tall, muscular stature of the
American pioneer; one knew he coald not be defeated.”

During 1912-13 for the most part he represented the Dresden Sk Club,
but sometimes the Windshraut Club of Schreiberhau. In 1914 he brought
to the Rissengebirge the first light-weight langlaxf skis and the firse
Bergendahl hindings, for which he himself designed the boots. He was
often an object of curiosity, partscularly to customs officers, as he carried
his ski outhit?® in 2 case suspiciously like & coffin! His remarkable balance
wat once shown when he loaded & tray with drinks, beld it at arm’s length
and skied down a slope, coming to an sbrupt stop before & group of
ladies seated at table

In October, 1911, be had married at Schreiberhau Agnes Adolph,
dsughter of the well-known sportsman and hotel owner, Their first son,
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Oliver 111, was born there and was photographed on skis when 18 months
old, The shadows of war were creeping over Europe. Perry-Smith was
not yet 30 years of age. In September, 1914, he and his wife left for
America and never returned.

His old companion, Hans Pohle21, penetratingly sums up his character;
"Perry-Smith was 2 man full of extremes and surprises, true to his friends,
retiring with strangers, sometimes tender and lovable as a child, sometimes
raging in anger. He was frivolous and untroubled, foolhardy and auda-
cious, and did things on a grand scale as long as his means lasted. His
only fear was of the German police. His picture rounds out with mention
of the unigque fractures of his German speech. And so it is understandable
that he is not forgotten by us in Saxony, in Austria, in Switzerland and
Norway."

Here we may leave Oliver Perry-Smith®, remembering him as the most
agile American climber of his time, the first man lo consistently climb
Gith degree walls and the first American skier to succeed in international
mmpct.il:inn. He would be the first to say: "“The Deed is everything, the
Renown nothing." One final note: In his 80th year he still cherishes the
dream of reascending the Guglia di Brenta!

21, H. Pohle, "Erinnerung an den Skimeister Oliver Perry-Smith,' Tabebuch fir Towurfidtk,
1954, 24,

22, Perry-5mith had four sons, all of whom became upt.-rt Jluu:p-url and cross-country ski-
ranners, His youngest son, Crosby made both F.LS. and E.'mplt {Sweden, 1994} teama
was in the 10th Mountain Division in Italy, and for slx years after college served as technical
adviser to the Army in winter and sumeer moontaineering, He weites: "'l am sure {ather
could be considered ‘as wne of the early pioneers in climbing and skiing. Tt scems that he s
not interested i tecognition of the many feats he accomplished. Climbing was an obsession
with him. and for this resson — along with natural ability and courage — he was probably
foe of the fnest this country hzs produced (classica]l elimbing).”



Hauprwicsenstein, Peory-Smith
leading. His route on the south
angle, September 2%, 1913, is
Vila

[ ]

Schiefer Turm { V1), Percy-Smith
leading, He led the first ascent,
December %, 190% as well as
the first ascent of the eist angle,
July 1. 1904,
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