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Trazhed kards, parf of the price. As wellas e cbvions chalk for gripand nepe
for proleciian (f Er I 5 Commom 0 e Benzwin Ninefuwee f0 Nasred
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mmunagied by Phowriy
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Climbing 3.12 is always an inferesling
experience. Mosl takes ol beast an entine das
of concentrated effort @ figure out how o
dimb i, amd anather day w do the picch
However, three dimbs - Phodnix, Supes
Cruck and Babslon - took us a total of 10
diays 1o clinh!

e Phoends
“This thang = ihe hardest thing | ever hope 1o
climvh,™ | sy 1o mysell ax 1 hegin the 1200 fee
rappel 10 the: belay. The op ol the erack mall [
imch and jurst 10 srnall 1ooged my hamds in 1o jam
Boy® Mark waschose 1o the sop yeslerday when he
el AT Hiz Bl sl v made g theough b middle
spction end was going for lhe lop wihen his 2
gave oul

There are no netis on thas dimb and only 8
arvaphe of places 1o stop = sucker rests. The than
crack sociEon it neal, pudl 8 nger ceack wp an
awverhargzng wall with good bocks bul fot fac m
e weary 0ol Fisiol ool Tt el o st odT o Fard
The downsloping horizontal kower part ol the
track i deiperadic

Mearihe end of the mppel, | pall mveslintoths
belay wndemcath the small corner thal starts the
peich, Thal corner iv a hard techmical man 1ox
doiperase rowde The cmck operd up edaly
occasionally 1o allow fimgsitand. We figudod ikl
each section of this pikch lhe Corner, the



Bahylon. Demaer Sarerds, Coliformdn, (3.02)
ir e SONT ey tim cranek wolkich ar ame padmi
vl paiwring a rorundledd edge up an over-
hamging wall (el This iz followad by very
difficnls  crack  cmbing  Mark's  Bands
cramped 5o badly il a fieed had ie kold
i sireiptl for ne emiedeies (ephe), Tar
[ R ]

Honedlal 1o Vestical Thinerack and the 14-1%-
michy seciion b0 the iop = winald be good 5,11 10
A0 enangs o g oiher posile, Too Dadl 1here™s
s resd between them

Mark ghades dowii Uhe rofg and i3 500mn $irapped
mEo a comiortalle belay wisling for me o dimb
15 m e o g0 firsl Wias he thinking the samc
B | was? That i1's our fiourth day working on
i gl amd ey hamds, a8 least, ool ol lake
much muone al this creck? | mention something
shout Bl wanting so commes back keve sguin and he
agrech. Today will have 16 he fhe day.

| lead past the now famifiar moves, up the
codrber and the many xed pins 10 the honzonisl
ek, | barddy menage to pass that section, and
dmmb-oaly alaw el Righer before flling off, Bay,
| dan't know shouat this - [ dad bemer yesterday,

“Lit me down. Have a gpood one, Mark™

LT pifs remdy and & so0n machiming i way
e and pas the honzonlal sechon He
ontinises updhe thinomck, bt suddenly il He
s pulled B showlded out again. | Bops he can
ililll climb this thing = I'm enoure shouot lead ing
06 bor pert. Nl hanas &0 ol Einso L he crack and
mmy mind is ghout shet flomworking onibkis climb
e w0 Hiig

Yesterday, Mark led 1o within 15 fect of the inp
hefmne ke baurned oug InhaE o place fuls. Some
Freends would have been nice. | then climbed 1o
5 mammne poir Snd sl ell 6l 5o dode! Getlhg

thal f2r was neally an achicvement comsidening
thixt the first fwo days wete spend tring o cimb

1By First 6001 o oo push. W fnally accomgplished
that o the third day, [t was a great psyehological
bl Qe gt Whnad Gar. Wio mighl cimb this thing
wlter sll?

Avlark Bas rooovencd, 18 chalking ap and goiting
prched. He climbs up the fngertip cosmer that
SRLIEY Ehe Fovube, [0 the sequence ol maves we've
dame =0 many times theough the hoetecnial thin
tactiof Theh 0% U the thei ¢rack and mils the
I¥inch seclion o the fimt sioppéng plaocs |
hesitabe o call ik o)

He stops o chalk wp and shake out each aom.
] Haon conEnnies W move up and Sap elo nuls
I=ft from the preveous day's deipssnbe ablempl
Passing these he plaoes more ruls, and makes the
lasf myovees kn Bhe crach in where e hasioreach lelt
unl around the cormcr. Hic hesatales, sloots lor
the comer, misigs once and then gets iy, and &
o0a Lround the popou e cormsr. Adlnght! Hé™s
dane it!

Mow [ have to get ready. | aghten my boolsand
swami belt, add a lifle benzodn o the outs on my
hands o help stafle the Booding. That hurs! Sarry
aboud this, hands!

'm gerting the Bomom pan more and more
memoiesd, and work my way wp bosnd then past
The: e mchimbeng Better mwsand didn™ mess
up any moves. The thin section is aod a problem

ansd sctually Bl cady companid 1o e crux bolvws
(cven thoupgh it would be like dimbing an
cverhanging Butserballs), lofirsmiy finger size wll
and | een cven get my foes in the crack, Then |
arriwe o8 the | Mejnch sefinon, A eky sie 10 jarm,
B [efger sticks work well and i0"s nol oo had. 1'm
L'lil!ﬂhll'l-g SETICT Enad 1k e arms migh last

I kst 1 Ve-anch section, Bawever, ivwhai e
b fearing. My hands doa e (1, and every miove
B Vel Wireneous. Why cowldin ™ my hands be justa
Eitle more thinmer? Shoving ikeom mio (ke crack,
tang 10 get them bo [, haris. Suddenly I'm
neating ibe bopand I'm almosd oo Bredio usclsp
fram the nuts. | hope that's a hand jam ap there
Caps, both (eet cut oose and ondy my ket hand &
ammed; somehow [ manage 1o hang on. Back on
the rock [ hurgee 1o the hamd e, and lenge 1o the
1 b palmi the culside corner abose the cradk
Aasather dynamo o the crack around 1he comer,
aned [ Banve the top. Isnally.

1 rodl ol the dimb tatally helpless and look upio
Alark, whi o ghnoing bike achown. [0 oves? Wi
myverbuve b0 come back! My hands hangusebessly
By vy dndes, all tomup, and | cin barely climb the
short ey section up o the belay, "o worl,
Mhark ™ We shake hapds and 1hey rebel with pain
Sarry about that, ands

Max Jomes




Super Crack

We anived in the Gunks excied to chimb am
fall olramsours abowut this mugical dimbingarena
The first few days were spent Eellifig veeed o the
M, s woe evien managed b peu Moo T B nas iy
ome maming. Then we kad to check o Saiper

Lrack - the world's handest erack lor 80 ewary
Crimkic tobd usl W were sure i wouldn'n e ehat
haard, but you never krvbw, snd we wamicd 1o fimd
ot First hand if the remasrs were irise. Aeerall, i
husd beenelimbed anly baicg i four vears, and thar
wakn'l diee 1o Lack of trdng.

Uipon firstinspectson, i docen’t ook s ard. |
rememiber iling Mark that [ ihought we mighl
Bt i thal day. Dion" e f-.-n:-l-.-.l"ﬁ.!lcrll'.'.;ul.crnrr.-.
i cemip et the fervt 150 1 ke anisiber look ai ghes
tharig. 1i'shard ! 11°sg real bad sizcand ‘s very harg
b e parms ihan work, By ey lime | iry soemcthing
new, and Gimally | make if 5o the reol, pud on = mud
and keeppoing. Themiddle SECTHEN bl b hail,
bt | @n't o, When | move mp imio ke thin

k11

crack, | find my idicu lousdy tapge] fingens no
longer fil i ihe ek Damin! A X-footer hagk
dorwm B0 the roof fig my maskaks, Af st now |
ke it°s & salie if grussome-ooking fafl

Adver that fall, ;o Being in the mood i Lake
=nedher ane, 1 dimb from the ground, with e
Lipe, tie iy high point - this Gme paieing in g ol
before my Rngers melt out of the crach. [ still
worler, will ihese fingers fi? 1 gab o ous
Ewalching for lightning) ami pell up chough i
check. They don'tie I'mgoirgio have o think of
somathing for iomorrow, AR of & sodden this
innosznd-hookeng S5 ol crack b h-:mmrrncrgr
Bormiuable tesipdoee

The niewt day we arrive Bage in s alkevnoon so
the clamh will be in the shade and much conder,
Armed with o new tape job. [ elimb et the At
moves. I'm stanting o gl ihose TMVES
nxmun-.n]undrh:_-r.m:I':|L.|Ib-g|:|m|p,-as|er Al
Cxil, Bubeasscrilan despenite, Muoving tothe bop,
I strupgle to get inko the thin seciion bl hlow @t

The Prow, Cathedeal Ledge, New Hamipahin
(300 L Max Jorer leading tive Trd aucent
Mok Fudon belaving, Phoro: Ed Hrshater.

and coime down | nead o clemb the ot
queickily 5o | huve sarengeh for the la3q pan

[he: niead bry gets me s lite Karther before il o
edT and | just it ehere an the rope looking at 1k
reimtaining five feet of crack below the pop bucke
wondenng il everget thisthing. So close. byt
Fudd. Then down i the proinsd again, o walt an
Py Befivee my rexd try.

This time the boftom soction goes by quickly |
c@n't believe i, almos effarilmssty, 1 siop joichabl
5 bual have to keep maving b the st seciion,
where Istruggle 1o hangan andgetanutin [ move
up b the g halds whsene | am I king, fnodive
al the top huge incut jug. My Foud ks sliding o he
licher us 1 1y desperately o lind 4 foathodd
There's ot to be one. | waition lomg and decide 1o
kil for the hold, but mdss, et helieveit; 1
Iromm ik op move snd there i s wovered by the
“hincrand rope - o oot hold, SHITY

“Golng irmane,_yes I'm lughing inlbe toeen
raai” That Steely Dian song wony 0 Funning




T glassic roof probivae, Separale Reality,
Yosenrive (5, 120 v o 200 jam crack with the
frick, Mook o foor aver e o, af e e,
Ramsas Cily, Sharwanennks, Mew Faek, (512
& atre 2 bt i olimibheed b fce ofmilig
pechaiques, b seval! frodds

Sfough my head, whale wowallk back tothe ear b
B dark. Mayvhe lomorrow, | Bope ] cen da the 1ap
ETEL agaln

The nexl day Mark Frads Open Cockpl and |
Bt 3 [N L Lo o ng i1 'l-S-.I-h'I:HHJ roulg e oo
ez warmeup. Thenihefinimoverandi"shadk 3o
Syt Crack. Some (rends who witbessed my
mdvenieres the day before valuntesr 10 clip the
fope o the hagh painl. Wee am 1w efuze? It
takes mae balf an hour o kpe my Ongers (1I'm
BEUTAE s i R 3 SERETICE ). LM ETICTE LHTRE Up
thiis thing

The botinm goes by effortlessly sgain and is
almosd Ban [ehalk v and mose sneo (ks 1o bl
It docsn't give me near the trowshls it did the day
belore and the rizsed fosrbsold (adich Il never
Forge ) &5 msexd as soon as possihle, | grab the top
o miafitle, placs andther sl sl Jimb irokigh
ey but sl overhanging rock 1o the no-hands
el i g

T sure feli ool povumtie Ehe Fopo o Hop o R

pillar. That's a lol ol work (o put imo 3501 of rock.
Eis ia nasnl plece 1o view @ Beaiel Ful 2 cley
All the treds are changing coloars and n"s perfec
ihosts and no-shin day, An exccllent day. The
Rardes erack o the UST Mo, bul still damn hand.

.“IJ!. -Ill'.lrli'l

Babylen

It b i g ok Chal overhangs for T
Whale abding 1 15 clean ofl focwe lichen and nodk,
wi garmnced oussclved (hal of woilkd be bargly
Iree-chmibable.

=Lk a4 this™ ome ol os would exclem, "We'll
have b0 resch fram here 1o e on fhete holds
Cic]® 0 dhoen 0 opory o w0010

Chuer st day wor king onthe route lumed auiio
Be & lafos. We wide doraently amaiel and
indimkdatcd by the meoves tho cdensh roguared. One
v cogdd nat e domewnhiboth leet o e rock
e Tosost woai b alwavs <hip all psd e we moved

up, turming ihe miove indo evmall lungeforafinger
fock AL arilher sactad the eracl iaappears and
all that s kel 15 arounded edge. Max's anemapis 1o
Behack this secison proved [0 b specisslar as
well ot useless, Hit fegt, usually a8 hagh as his
hanids, would slide ol the wall snd he wouki
heoome nirhorne iproviding some af the mast
EEreshng sersamets | 've sgenk

Cowardico foroed ma 8o fingd an afermale way o
dimb tlus probiem. 1 motiesd chat there wieng
Engeer locks. al either end ol thas Si-borg blank
secticn, and thal of | conld piall one dowm kow
enough | miught beable Lo siabifise oma palm kokd
g reschtbse nest bock, Thisdoesn 1 sounid tobad

excepd That | would hase 1o hald mypclfinw the
ek using u fimger lock that would he well befow
Y W

Since these moves wete fo be perlormesd with
i Last pioce oo paol Sctnien ol iy beet, I gave special
thoughi o the sequence | had inventead Afler a
fow D0 afts, | firally ol tse sop firgeer ok and

i
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prlbed over ihis section,

I have never ciimbed & nowste with moves maore
dalacale tham fhuee, with wueh hard eroves Belinie
arid aler them

We =pend the enlene scoond day widLing o the
Femainieg 000 of ofack. Maxwoubd goup, dimba
sectinn, hurmoud, fall ol andcome down [woulkl
ll v skt siomalar moistEne ansd wee v i repest
this walle all day bung. slowly pevling & bit higher
Oen we wosild [zl ol moves wo s sucoeeded
im clerihing befre, or beoome too pumped even
o glimh oo the Righess nan

AL the ond ol the day we had dimbed all the
e o his poadle bul s wsed 1he mope tirieda
few limes. The lost 15 nemed ol 1o be 5 wery
tochanical and very thin crack, a nsighiy ebstade 1o
aonilend wiih aller the previous sections!

While woeking on the rote we decided that the
persan who leads ihe rowie foe the firsi asgent
miast aleo jesd 1B erux on 1hal aflermipl. Usually,
wihen The cruxofia 5. 12 s low on aclingd, the rope

i

it clipped inon the lead 10 above the efua &0 the
leadler B o lop=rope bor the firss Ball

It wars oo drive wp to the el liTon the ks day
thal wie gave Ehe oo ils nam.

=Hore: shout Tower of Babel™

=Ssnds on much Bie Tales of Power.™

“Well be habbling sliols alter the v s Baw
abaisl Babbde Ca ™

“Tosd mywsch like ® punk rock song. |How about
abwvion — more dlass, Id &y~

Sy, and s doublemesning oo, alber the
CTUX you jise hahble on ™

“Soaunds good o me,”

Arrivieg at the climb Mas lost the ooin foss, so
e il 1o g0 ﬁrﬂ.rmlpul thenuisinupieihe erux
Thee crack peocepled the mes catily. The eventual
lesder woull have to place all the remaisang
prodectiw amd soill climb the ersck.

Max wasted fo timme in placing the nais, aml
pave b o w e trees beffo e coming down fora
redl, Hig had Beer having a hard time aon these

The Phocnix, Yooewite, (302 ) ic o §300
wrack, overfapgimg, I wars gy g fager pp
orack, hara recturive Bovésonial jmm sectiown i@
Hilm sectiovr (ebome ) ard widims fooa 10°
arack for Wi faar T fees, Mark Mindon o ihe
Jered @xcet.

marvied alll along, and we theonived thai begaese |
was shorermy centre ol vty woild be doser in
the nock, allowing me o reach fieriber, Moy wen
wpagainand st eould ol sslve the problem, so
e i dow i and gave the fope 6 ms

I stufled anoiher biock of chalk indo my dhulk
Fag. tghsened my boots, and thed indm ke o

The firsi mowes weee casy and Gmiliar: the
SECTn W 10 the orux was hard bait also familisr
E'lill'l'riﬂu up apain; shaking a ke palm 1Fe edge
Jusl meha: i a listhe higher; higher; oops, oll
balanse, Mying: smash, This end of the g o
sharp! OK, dewn pleaes

The B3 siarided me, but it sl clmed me
dovam,

Afker @ resi, I'm back ep, smoother this lme
I b crux; palm et edge; get that toe g
Fiphes: heplice: pil L Moveup, a ﬁnﬂn’hl:k,ﬂrn’
anud and ey 1o rest. Chalk op and meve; snothey
Enger lock; a long reach and swlward jams;
wheny's that fonthodd? Oh veah, there, good



Supercrack. Showanpunis, New York, (5.13)
i arhy ':_'-"."l' |||'||'J|,! Bl favelvis Ll |'J\'II]I'|'IIJ|.I
s ot B e i et A8 AR o an! e ek
if thier ardd Bep clffond fnedy as Guee olimiviey
1.r|r1 Jll.ll.". i1 r.llr.ll:..'rr_; |'.I';r' _':r||| A ”.'rnl
Hvclnas Sher srale the Sk,

Pace amut - wisichin ! MNod 1B one, rod hes one
his one. Chood Try 0 rosl; <hake ouk keop
mwing; siay there, nut Staning o ik o myself

Wihieee il ehes move ¢ome from?! Lp _dewn,
arting Ao barn ool upe., downe Woek it oud. Cing
I Flage & nul; gandl resl, Keop going. Fingeds are
Badcly wonking iicw, aliviosd thene: laving iowhle
openirg “acrs and pacing nuss. Admost thene
dorl Blow il the lasfonas; can'Ldoal Then ] daid,
Hamils don't woek: 'l B oW i I i
Ioking al a 2-fooler, can'l kel my hands, don’l
Lnow ilthey' Ilwisrc. Admoad (lhere, G mise, one
mare mowe; dai’l lall, den &l - habbling oul
loud now, almost crving I-Llr:'Ig. gel the nnpes
chppsd imoihe anchar; god B, 10 0" Lovwar me!

4 Bghising-fast lomer brires mig B0 the growumd,
s wihett | get ehere | ean handly walle Gt
ai] 1 s 10 Badvbling. Thern my hands, my hands

wowly | fedd pain. 1 g5 worse and then
uniscarable. My hamds afe cramped it It
halls: the pam s Infense. | con’l move may fngeers

amil o Feend has  bhold (hem simight. e
muingigs Lder 1he cmamps amd ke pain s
lisberalbabo, Bait 1 amdl &’ gtee Epom (he mpe o
locsen my boods, Babyln, yep, pocl name
Habaliai

Hastugrigd

Thevvlcused toclamby thesomoutoy is o o slly
ponernversial, Should we go nght fo e ground
aller every Rl ard pall ihe fOopn, o sl hil wes
pracise cvery e on ibe dimb belose wochimb
=

Wi think o happy mcdism o Belwecn Thess
o extremes. Why, you maght mak, don i vwe wonl
until we are afhle b leadd the plech on ughl and in
classic stvleT Mo, we focl, that o push ihe
slanslands of chmshero, chienber s willl Reivg oo push
heasr technigue, Sometimes Ehis irvalves Glling
T R i Sl wihal sall work

If the climbers of years past had nod pushed
themaches ard iheer iochmigue fo pheie lomad, we

wrregi B i e At the standarils wa' e al boday
Timcs will chanpe. Surcly the 5 123 will gt
dimbed im clesie siyle. Climbers will 1hen he
waniang of 5,008 and will b saloing 5,005 o
siphi. Theeyr vl o 8 Bea rspaord soinsct hing ol bl
i won) e sod g - ondy ihe naimses anid tha

nimmdbhers wil have changed

&
SUNMNMARY
The secnmi per of an posnsm of he s o of the
lmghical staniaid of LIS frec rock climbing. The
available amount of rock amd the climale mean
that i aullors pecdictions fhad (ke apart will
develope luiher still in ibe US are 5 cenaimy
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