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Twenty vears ago hard free climbs
were rure in America. Even len vears
age you could be forgiven for
thinking that American climbing was
ull about Blg Wall Aid Climbs. Now
there can be no doubt that the grow-
ing numbers of American free rock
climbers are the equal of any. Mark
Hudon and Max Jones recently
spenta yeariravelling the USA doing
the hurd climbs, and adding u few of
their own, in a two part photo essay
they review these climbs,



The Beasi (5. 11} Phoso: Mark Hudon, On the fivss ascent S Duren followed thecorner. O
whis, the drd ascent, the leader siepped right (desparte) ad lay backed the thin fake. Affer

phe pray i3 Arordzovnal affwidth hag o be chimbed, Cathedral Lealpe, New Hampaling,

ALONG WITH THE RISE in popualarity of rock
dimbing im the United States, the standard af
difficully has e 1 now lies in the csolenc
megion of 5,12

T qrane i ffaculc bo deseribe whal the rating 5. 12
mpeeients, bot with these phodographs and
i artichs wee 1l b7y

Lenglh

I Yosersvite, if you wani s make o pitch hander,
ol you newd B0 do 4 maake it lenger, Whens many
59 maves were climbed in o row, the pisch
peeawred 1o be harder than what had been con-
fideved 25 traditiopal 5.9, therefore 5.10 came
0wl Mo moves of 5. 10 had yeq been climbed,
beil i pileks ol copdsderable lenpth and streruosity
woshd be ruled 5.10.

1 weas the samme with 5.1 1maost 3, | [shave leng
spctions of 3, 10, (Think aboul si. Burierballs has
mo individual mowe harder than 5. 10.)

Mew, piiches of sustained 511 have becn
dimbed and are called 5.0 flor example,
Crimaon Crings in Yosemize and Super Crack in
tha Shawangunks)

Sustabned technicalily

Good examples are ke Phoenix {Yosemilc),
Habylon (Donper Summil, California} and
Hooker's Haven (Sugar Loal, Califamia),

Although these climbs rasgpe in leagth from 40
80 | 204L, tbve mretves e comn plex ansd stresnisow for
the eniire distence. The Phoenix amd Babylon
have comphex sections sbout 4001 ofTthe ground.

On the Phoenix, the arack furms sideways and

riesl bee parremeed padnas-up N aoernin Leguenon
Neno=nk s meost of o day bo figune thizowt, and then
anvather day o climb il. This wection i oaly 106
bongg, bisl has 200 of 5.11 climbing ingo it, and s
folbowed by an overhangieg 5. 11 thim crack!

On Babylon, the crack disappeans and a
rounided edge must be palmed up anoverhanging
wall go whete ihe ezack widsns 1o fingerlocks
sk, Although these are echnically the herdest
s i e elidnded, the onux, aewithmost 3. 124,
is reaching & no-hands fest (usally at ths fop of
the climb)

Hooker's Haven, one of the best 5.1 2y we have
climibed, §5 & 30N sequence with Bouldenng
moves. Each move must be dame right the (i
time i order o reach and complde the Bed
IMryE
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The Praw (5. 11+ ) Cathedral Lediee, New Hampsiies, Mk Hdon is on the creoe pinclt durimg ¢ he thrind ascens of tis roicke,
P fean foe prpiries 5 her Iy i st inad Koy ey v i et o ressndv Eine cranek anbave e ol Ar St Zime fefx Feptnler i no adfvaniage

im amikiver the sroves” Pl B Weliner,

Hock gymasstio

Clinsbime 5,12 andd harder fowics ks acgually s
sub-zport of ock dumbing. T has bost ali relatson
o classic mountsingering. Pliches of this
difToculty afe mol vel being led and Followed
megulardy in one push. The roules go beyond
thal = when one gets (he leasd bia tired or slappy,
ne just Eafls odl

Mipw 5125, Bho o gmnasisc nogisng, requare
Yt Y AMEmE oo wine Lha ms0ves, memiorise the
sequence, and thn putallthe pscssiogsther. The
mck i3 our apparaius; ciimbsing it is our routine

Ihie haman variakle
Doen't bausgh. Cine man ‘s maead (5 another man's
pogsoq. e are approachang the limit of human

ability. (Saire, they all sadd that! Balwait; resd o)

The (knger, hand, anmand foof dee, slong with
height amd weight, sre all playing & bigger pan in
Frow hard @ rowio is fos the andividual

Tales al Power and ibe Cnmeon Cioge ang
defimilely caser [or someons with small hands
Fosopes in The Giunkats 5, 11 4,00 5,12 for anyon:
shiarter Cham 57 din = and & you o Thad shoa you
might as well crows Paycho in Eldomudo Canyon
ol o i Bud, thank God, we challengo anyone
taller than St Sintoclinh White EyeonCathedral
Ladge in Mew Hompshine,

A i sove o o 5, 0 Jund be warmed - i1y
mmisgl, body sire will become more Mmpariant

And when 514 ardves, yoi will have o be
il jussl S0 - OF soaTy, 0 Gan lorget il
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Hangdag (5.0 2) Yosermie. Mark Hudoa onthe 3rd azceni, photss
dy Max Jones. The shard, aor shoi, i a1 lerparite overfargiog
fay ."-a._i. Tl ir iy possibie fe “shee off feft roa Thark God resd
Sl (Lafr) The mexd gechion i 50 1 and ead s ha T fdge in ke
e e & e ca B ke befowe e fa sectio m iAol o i
ferfriianl Cren.

i3




White Eye ("5 L2 Carhedral Ledge, New Hampefice.
Mark Nidon (3°247) on the firsi free asceni. Thic
‘tanieler prodelem pitch wat affemphed e Sty Dhinw
with a manmrain boor over b EB 't for neach. Lateron
thie anemipd Mark ook o 250 Gl fram the las mave
and puilled our three nies, Phoros: Ed Websier,
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erionvalle pitches {3, 10 and 3. Y ead rorhe

i o rhie first free azcenr. After this o pi

serier af moves wp thee wandercud arch on an 8 degree
Wi
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Hosker's Haven (5. /.20 Swparfoal Cofifirmia. Max
Jones feofour) amd Mark fudon making the comple
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Feaps (5 M), Showangrinks, Te o phatos absve show this
clairic raof pifch Being dowe freve by ihe ‘shoet pran s wardend . Max
Jores ot feff and Mark Hudos on the sphr. Plhato? Geng
Virlipe, The fower photes shaw, &ff o nigld, Dale Bard or S1ip-
sream (5 [l Darmer Summis, Coliformin: Max Joper an the
daseic Coforad desparacy, The Wiedem (3.0 TP and g Kline
on Sky Pllad 5 4 8c), Doaner Sumeir, AN wacredired phaovos in
Iiilg ey are feown the arbhors” collaction
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